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Tutor Tips 
 

Phonemic Awareness part 2 
 
 In our last issue of the Literate Ledger, we started a discussion about phonemic 
awareness. In this issue we are presenting a few more techniques to use with learners. 
 Phonemic awareness is the ability to break down a word into its individual sounds and 
to do the reverse. Research shows that it is a necessary skill for a person to become a good 
reader. We encourage all tutors to assess their learners by trying some of these techniques, 
and continuing to use the techniques if the learner needs improvement. 
 
 Blending: combining sounds to make a word 
  Tutor: What word do you have when you put these sounds together?  
    /s/   /a/   /t/* 
  Learner: /s/   /a/   /t/   is sat. 
 
 Segmentation: breaking words into separate sounds 
  Tutor: What sounds do you hear in the word pack?  
  Learner: I hear the sounds   /p/   /a/   /k/ 
 
 Counting: counting the number of separate sounds 
  Tutor: How many sounds do you hear in the word pack?  
  Learner: I hear three sounds. 
 
 Deletion: recognizing what happens when a phoneme is removed 
  Tutor: What word do you have when you take the  /s/  sound away from  
   the word strap?  
  Learner: It is the word trap. 
 
 Addition: recognizing what happens when a phoneme is added 
  Tutor: What word do you have when you add  /s/  to the beginning  
   of the word talk?  
  Learner: It is the word stalk. 
 
 Substitution: recognizing what happens when a phonemes are switched 
  Tutor: Let’s start with the word map. What word do you get if you  
   change the  /m/  to  /s/ ?  
  Learner: The word is sap. 
 
 Remember to start slowly and model the new techniques thoroughly for your learner.  If 
you would like a copy of the entire handout about phonemic awareness, call the Eureka office 
at 445-3655. 
 
*letters between slashes represent sounds 
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PO Box 6402 
Eureka, CA  95502 

Opening The Doors To Literacy 

Supporting Literacy in Humboldt County in 2007 
 

I am enclosing my tax-deductible gift, payable to: 
 
 Humboldt Literacy Project , PO Box 6402, Eureka, CA 95502 
 
 (Please Print) 
 NAME: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________ 
 
         ______________________________________________________ 
  
 
 I am sending:    ____$200     ____$150     ___$100     ____$50      $____  
   
  


